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GAS MASKS

The government was very worried
about possible weapons which could
be used against the country. In
particular, they were worried that
poison gas might be used. If bombs

filled with deadly gas were dropped
on to towns and cities, thousands
would die if they breathed it in.

To protect the population, the
government issued gas masks for
people to wear. They filtered the
poisoned air and let in only clean air.
People carried their gas mask
wherever they went.
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COMICS & ANNUALS

Comics and annuals were very
popular, they told exciting stories of
heroic characters allowing children
to escape the realities of war.

Evacuees spent much of their free
time exploring the countryside,
playing in woods and blackberry
picking. For some this was their first
experience away from towns and
cities so there were many new things
to see and do. One seven year old
said Helping Mrs. Cleminson in her
work feeding calves, chickens, geese
and the dogs and going with her to
pick mushrooms growing wild was
like another world."
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POCKET MONEY

In 1939 some children were given 1d
(1 pence) pocket money..."Mam
made us put 1/2 pence in the Sunday
school collection and we could
spend the other half on sweet: At
this time a loaf of bread cost 3 1/2d
[pence) and a Mars bar cost 1d.

During the Second World War there
was very little for people to spend
their money on. At Christmas the
tree was decorated with old stamps
and saving bonds instead of toys and
baubles. People had to make the
best of what they had.
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CLOTHING

In 1941 clothing was rationed so that
everybody could buy one complete
outfit a year. ‘Mend and make do, to
avoid buying new’ was the slogan
used to encourage everyone to make
the best of what they had.

Evacuees were very limited in what
they could pack into their suitcase.
On the following page is a list of
essential clothing that was issued to
parents.
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Only certain things could be taken with you when you
were evacuated. Can you choose the right things?

Click the suitcase to begin...
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